Review of Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Christmas Bird Count Records
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Dave Lambeth

Here I review the 100+ species that have been reported for the 49 Grand Forks/East Grand Forks Christmas Bird Counts run from 1961 through 2009. A spreadsheet of all the data is available from the author. In this review, some identification challenges are discussed and several records are placed in an historical context, based on the author’s knowledge of birds in this region. The reader can access the historical data at http://www.audubon.org/Bird/cbc/
Waterfowl 

Waterfowl on a GF/EGF CBC in mid-December? As improbable as that might seen, waterfowl have been found on all counts except one since 1995. In some cases we are likely counting stragglers at the very end of waterfowl migration. Occasionally, some of these birds overwinter, especially Mallards. By mid-December, only very small patches of open water are available such as springs in Kellys Slough, moving water in the Red River, and discharge of water into the wastewater lagoons and English Coulee. Where and how much discharge occurs varies with changes in water management.
 
Mallard: This is the species most often found. The first year was 1976. It has been found on all but one count since 1995. Numbers are usually below 10, but in 1999 there was an estimated 625 at Kellys Slough. A relative-small open patch of water was literally wall-to-wall with Mallards. In that year, a large retention pond was being created in the west end of Kellys and it could be that the hydrology was temporarily changed. However, Mallards sometimes migrate in numbers in December as I recall once seeing a flock of several hundred flying south in mid-December.
 
Canada Goose: The first record was in 1993 of a single bird below the Red Lake River dam. In the last decade, this species has been found on about half of the counts. Thirty-two were counted in 1999. Lone birds could be injured and unable to migrate.
 
An additional 10 species have been recorded three times or fewer each. It’s not unusual for a species to be seen early in count week only to have it disappear before count day. The additional species tallied are (the number in parentheses is the number of counts recorded): Snow Goose (1), Northern Pintail (1), Green-winged Teal (1), Lesser Scaup (2), Gadwall (3), American Wigeon (1), Wood Duck (2), Bufflehead (3), Common Goldeneye (3), Hooded Merganser (1).
GROUSE THROUGH TURKEY

Sharp-tailed Grouse have increased in recent years, perhaps because of grasslands enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program. Last year’s total of 196 was easily the highest ever. Since 1994 they have been recorded on every count. Before that they were missing on almost half of the counts. The best places to find them are harvested sunflower and corn fields. In early morning they often perch in trees within grassland.
 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Until 1997, prairie-chickens had been reported only twice, in 1977 and 1978, which is about the time the local population died out. They were reintroduced in the early 1990s and have been reported count day or count week on every count but one 1999. The highest number of 22 was recorded in 2007. They feed in the same kinds of fields that Sharp-taileds do. Although roughly the same size as Sharp-taileds, prairie-chickens can be distinguished by the heavy horizontal barring on their undersides.
 
Gray Partridge is an introduced species from the Old World. They have been found every year since 1967 with the record number being 150 in 1983.  Like the two previous species, they also feed in sunflower and corn fields. Sometimes they are found when a covey flushes from the side of the road in winter. Seeing the rufous color of the tail clinches the identification of birds flying away.
 
Ring-necked Pheasant is also an introduced species. They have been found each year since 1995. Most of these birds are probably escapes from the Dakota hunting club, but there is thought to be some local reproduction in the grasslands west of Grand Forks. However, some would question whether this species is countable.
 
Wild Turkey has been introduced into our area. It has been recorded on six of the last eight counts with the maximum number being seven. The “wildness” of our local birds is open to question.

Great Blue Heron: Two were seen in Kellys Slough in 2007 where they used a very small pool of open water covering much less than an acre.


EAGLES and HAWKS

Eleven species of raptors (not including owls) have been seen on our CBCs from 1961-2009. The diversity of overwintering raptors has clearly increased in the last 30 years. Below some of the identification challenges will be mentioned, but the reader should consult a field guide for more information.

Bald Eagle -- Our first record was in 1997 and it has been recorded every year since except for 2000. This period coincides rather well with the beginning of nesting in the valley in about 2000. Most sightings are along the Red River, especially in the north part of the circle. We may be seeing the pair that nests just north of E. Grand Forks, yet we don't know for sure. Counters need to be aware of the possibility of confusing an immature Bald Eagle with a Golden Eagle.

Northern Harrier -- First record in 1982. Recorded on about 50% of the counts in the last decade. Best place to find is the grasslands west of Grand Forks that are within the circle.

Sharp-shinned Hawk -- found count day or count week on all but two of the counts since 1995, the first year recorded. Other counts in our region have also had Sharp-shinneds during this time period. So the big question is why did they rather suddenly start overwintering this far north in our towns and cities? 

Cooper's Hawk -- The rule of thumb for the last decade or more is that Cooper's Hawk is the nesting accipiter in our towns and cities, whereas it is the Sharp-shinned that over-winters. Correctly distinguishing these two species is a challenge for even experienced hawk watchers, especially when field conditions are not good. Cooper's were reported during count week in 2000, 2001, and 2009, and on count day in 2006. (An unequivocal winter record for Cooper’s was obtained Dec 19, 2008, when one of the Coop’s banded by Tim Driscoll was photographed by Chuck Kimmerle on the UND Campus). 


Northern Goshawk -- This 3rd member of the accipiter group has been found only five times on our CBC, and only once in the last 15 years. 

Red-tailed Hawk -- Recorded 11 times, beginning in 1982, and seen count day or count week on the 7 counts between 2001 and 2007. Several records have been at the Kennedy Bridge where there is a large pigeon population. But this species has also been seen farther south along the Greenway/Red River. This hawk is a bit shy about coming into residential areas and perhaps it is benefitting from establishment of the Greenway as a zone free of human residences. In 2007, the Harlan's subspecies of Red-tailed (which does not have a red tail in any plumage) was seen along the Greenway in the days immediately preceding count week. 

Rough-legged Hawk -- Recorded on 14 counts since 1985, including 10 of the last 12. In 2006 we had a total of 31, an astounding number likely due to the very high vole population at that time. Although a Rough-legged might be seen occasionally along the Greenway, they much prefer the open country and have benefitted greatly from the grasslands of the Conservation Reserve Program. This explanation is also consistent with records starting about 1985.

Golden Eagle -- Recorded only once, in count week of 2005. Here we have an identification challenge!! Younger Bald Eagles, especially first year birds, can easily be mistaken for Goldens, especially if not seen well. 
 
American Kestrel -- Seen on 29 counts since 1972. In the early years of our count, this was the only hawk to be expected. It has been harder to find in recent years, yet we continue to find at least one on most of our counts. The kestrel, like the merlin, is a small falcon. With a good look, it’s rather easy to distinguish kestrels from merlins. 

Merlin -- Seen on 25 counts since 1979. By the 1980s they were regularly overwintering in cities/towns of the region, a phenomenon that began earlier in the prairie provinces of Canada. Merlins began nesting in GF/EGF a little before 2000, yet the number of wintering Merlins has clearly declined since. Could it because of competition from Sharp-shinneds? We don't know whether our over-wintering birds are some of our nesting birds. Local nesters establish territories in late Feb or early March. 

Prairie Falcon -- From 1982-1996, it was recorded on all but four counts. Since then, only 2000, 2001, and 2007. For several years in the 1980s, a Prairie Falcon (the same individual?) regularly roosted on an upper window ledge of Columbia Towers.  However, it didn't use that site every night and finding it count day or count week was hit or miss. Sightings at the time of our CBC, as well as other times of the year, especially fall, have decreased in recent years.

So far, Peregrine Falcon has not been recorded on any of our counts. I photographed one in early December, probably in the early 1980s, and the identification was confirmed by Stanley Temple, a widely-know Peregrine expert. 
Gull species: There have been three records. The first was in1974 and the species was not determined. One photographed during count week in 2001 could not be identified. A Glaucous Gull first observed by Mike Jacobs and Suzette Bieri west of Manvel was definitely identified late in Count Week of 2008 when for several days it roamed over a rather large area that included the count circle.

DOVES

Rock Pigeon (the currently accepted name, before that, Rock Dove) was not a countable species until 1974. Many dislike counting any introduced species on various lists. In addition to this prejudice, the powers that be considered them to be too dependent on humans for their survival and should not be counted for that reason. Count totals have ranged from 144 to 4493. We probably consistently underestimate the numbers of this species.
 
Mourning Dove has been found on 24 counts. The highest number was 93 in 1979. It has been scarcer in recent years. During the last decade it has been recorded three times during count week. Recent records include one in 2001, three in 2005 and three in 2009. 
 
The first Eurasian Collared-Doves arrived nearly a decade ago. Although they almost certainly overwinter within the city, we have seen them only 6 times on count day. The 2007 total of 19 is easily the highest. Most of the city population may overwinter near only one or two feeders and our challenge is to find out where.


OWLS

Eight species of owls have been recorded on our CBC.

Eastern Screech-Owl: Since 1968, screech-owl has been recorded on 28 of the counts, either count day or count week. This species is very nocturnal and secretive and thus hard to find. In some years one was seen roosting during the day in the opening of a wood duck box in our back yard. The best places are along the Greenway and along the Turtle River, but they can also be in neighborhoods where there are older trees with cavities. On most counts, this species is detected when they respond to recordings of their calls played at night. The colder it is and/or the windier it is, the less likely playbacks will be successful. Highest count was 5 in 1987.

Great Horned Owl: This is a species we should never miss getting on the count. It has been found on every CBC since 1970 although occasionally that has been during count week. In addition to our local nesting birds, we always seem to have an influx of more northerly birds ("arctic" or "taiga"). The latter are much grayer and much less wary of humans. They winter within the city where they roost during the day in spruce trees. When out and about, listen for the quarrelsome calls of crows, which often is about an owl that they have discovered. The record count is 9.


Snowy Owl: Recorded every count since 1970 although six times it was during count week. Snowys like open country where they can be found on utility poles, fence posts, hay bales, etc. The windier it is, the less likely they will be on an elevated perch. Sightings within the city are very, very unusual, and the woodlands along the Red and other streams are not a likely location either. The area bounded by US 2 on the south, CR 5 on the west, CR 11 on the north, and I-29 on the east is a great area for them. They are somewhat active during the day. Highest counts have been in the 5-8 range.

Barred Owl: Only recorded count week in 1968 and count day in 2003. For most of the last decade a pair has been present for much of the year along the Red River north of GF/EGF. However efforts to find them during CBC count week have not been very successful. It could be that the territorial pair leaves for a time. Barred Owl is probably the owl species that is most responsive to playbacks. 

Short-eared Owl: Recorded on 22 CBCs since 1979. We expect to find them only in the grassland belt that includes the Kellys Slough area. On cloudy days they can be found hunting (some describe them as flying like giant moths) over grasslands as late as mid-morning and as early as mid afternoon. When not flying, they will perch on fence posts, etc. On sunny days, the best time to find them is at dusk. On windy days, they may go undetected because they stay out of the wind by resting on the ground in tall grass. Although Short-eareds sometimes nest here, they often seem to be very late fall migrants with the first ones showing up around the time of the CBC. The totals of 31 and 28 recorded in 2006 and 2009 are easily the highest for our count. Such counts likely come in years when there is a high vole population. 

Northern Sawwhet Owl: Very rare, secretive and nocturnal. They tend to roost in conifers, especially cedar when available, and are most often found by noticing the whitewash at their roost site. Found only three times on our CBCs: Count day in 1990 in the understory of the woods behind Lincoln Golf Course, in count week of 2006 when one responded to playbacks during count week in 2006 in the Koininia area of the Greenway, and one in 2009 that responded to imitations of its calls. 

Northern Hawk Owl: The only record was one found by Rich Crawford in 2004. We narrowly missed another year when one was seen after count week by Eve. This is one of the northern owls that occasionally irrupts this far south.

Great Gray Owl: Another northerly owl that occasionally irrupts. Minnesota has many records and even nesting pairs. Tim Driscoll found one in 2004 at the end of count week. It was along the Turtle River, just west of Middle Grove Lutheran Church, and was seen by quite a few North Dakota birders. This was the first occurrence in all of North Dakota for nearly 40 years, according to those who keep such records. 

Two other species to mention for which we have no CBC records:  Long-eared Owl (has twice nested on the edge of our CBC circle) and Boreal Owl. There are records for both species on other counts in our region.

 
WOODPECKERS

Five species of woodpeckers have been recorded. We just missed getting Yellow-bellied Sapsucker last year when it overwintered at the Wilbers beginning a short time after count week.
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Only CBC record was in 2009 when one appeared at the Wilbers. Interestingly, one wintered there in 2007, but appeared after count week.
 
The two species we expect to get every year are Downy Woodpecker and Hairy Woodpecker. Numbers of each are frequently in the 30-50 range. These two species are look-alikes, but Hairy Woodpeckers are distinctly larger and have relatively larger bills in comparison to head size. 
 
Pileated Woodpecker: This woodpecker is surely present every year. However, a pretty good argument can be made that it was not in the valley until the 1960s. The first CBC record was 1968. Until 1989, it was not recorded every year and during that period the number reported was never more than one. Since 1989 it has been found on every count (only count week one year) and the highest numbers have been 4-6. It can be found digging into decaying heartwood of several kinds of trees, especially boxelder, or foraging on crabapples or hackberries, or suet. The best place is along the river, but in winter they can be found in any part of the city that has mature trees. In recent years, the Wilbers have had Pileateds regularly coming to their feeding stations.
 
Northern Flicker: Since 1961, flickers have been recorded on 33 counts. The number usually is less than five, but in 1982, 23 were recorded. Flickers usually feed on some kind of fruit including that of Russian olive. They also come to open water.
 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: This southeastern species was first reported in 1973. They are now an established breeder in the southeastern part of North Dakota and it’s likely only a matter of time until it is confirmed in our area.  It has been found on eleven counts including six of the last nine. Red-bellieds are readily attracted to feeding stations and in recent years the Wilber’s station has been favored.

Northern Shrike: Shrikes are solitary predators of small birds and mammals. They can be found in the countryside as well as within the city. It has been found on all counts but one since 1984 with the highest number reported being 14 in 1985.

CORVIDS

Presently American Crows can be found most anywhere in North Dakota in mid-winter. This has not always been the case. They first appeared on GF/EGF CBCs about 1969 and may have started overwintering in Fargo about the same time. For the first 8 counts, the highest number was 12. The all time high is 485 in 2002. Numbers declined with the arrival of West Nile Virus, but may now be recovering as 250 were recorded last year. However, crows could easily be overcounted on any CBC as they are large, noisy, and fly over long distances. So a flock heading out to the country (which many of them do) might pass over several count areas and be counted more than once. An intriguing question, which applies equally to some of our “permanent residents”, is whether our over-wintering crows are the same individuals that nest here. 

Blue Jays are also thought to be one of the more sensitive species to West Nile. They have been reported count day or count week every year since 1968. Numbers were highest in the late 1970s (58 in 1977) with 30 reported in 2009 being the highest number since 1991. 

Across the state, many birders think Black-billed Magpies numbers are strongly down, and again West Nile is suspected. Magpies have been regular on the GF/EGF CBC since 1987, about the time that nesting is thought to have begun within our CBC circle. Our highest number was 18 in 2002. Numbers have been much lower in recent years and they are not being found in some areas that used to be reliable.  

Two Gray Jays were reported in 1976, and they were seen during count week in 2006. I'm not sure how we missed them on count day in 2006 as that was the winter when we had amazing numbers around. It could easily be another 30 years before they are recorded again!

Common Ravens have been recorded only three times, the last time being 1996. Unfortunately, casual observers may see black birds that strike them as being too large to be crows and then assume they are ravens. Not likely, at least not yet, however, a pair nested within the CBC circle in summer 2010. They may soon become established here.

Clark's Nutcracker is another corvid that is remotely possible here. None has been recorded on a GF/EGF CBC. A few years back, one overwintered within the Icelandic State Park circle.

HORNED LARK THROUGH KINGLETS
Horned Lark: Recorded on 35 counts since 1961. Numbers have sometimes exceeded 50. 


Black-capped Chickadee: A “can’t miss” species with count totals often in the few hundred range.

 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Also a “can’t miss” species. The record high was 105 in 1988.

 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Recorded on most counts and every count since 1993. Year 2007 was a banner year when 47 was recorded, which was close to the White-breasted Nuthatch count of 54. The number is usually less than 10.

 

Brown Creeper: In contrast to counts through the 1980s, Brown Creepers have been much harder to find in recent years when typically only one has been found. The highest count was 8 in 1979, and this was followed with counts of six in 1982 and five in 1986. Watch for them creeping their way up the trunks of mature trees, or coming to a suet feeder.

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Present on 20 counts with the highest number being 14.

THRUSHES

American Robin: Missed only once since 1970, with a high of 146 in 1989. However over half of the counts have ten or less. Robins survive on crabapples and other fruits, and they definitely can survive our winters. It seems likely that our over-wintering robins are migrants from farther north.

Eastern Bluebird: One record of two in 1998. These were found in the row of crabapples in Koininia.

Hermit Thrush: Only record was of one individual in 2005 at the North Dakota School for the Blind where it fed in a crabapple tree for several weeks. Eventually waxwings stripped the tree of remaining fruit and the Hermit Thrush was not seen thereafter.
Varied Thrush:  This visitor from the west has been recorded three times: 1989, 1992, and 2002 (count week).

Gray Catbird: One in 1973. 
 
Brown Thrasher: Single birds seen in 1973, 1974 (count week), and 2004 (the latter one successfully overwintered at our feeders).
Townsend’s Solitaire: This species comes from the west. Observed during count weeks of 1982, 1999 and 2002, and recorded on count day in 1977 and 1989. We might have missed one in 2007 as Magnus Elfwing discovered one on the UND campus shortly after he arrived in January. Solitaires prefer juniper berries, but will feed on other available fruits.

STARLING through WAXWINGS
European Starling: Recorded on every count. The highest number of 3200 was recorded in 2007. They tend to not like the crowdedness of back yards. Look for them in Russian olives and crabapples in open areas, the landfill, feedlots, and open dumpsters.

Bohemian Waxwing: This species comes from the northwest. From 1966 to 1988, Bohemian Waxwings were reported on all but 3 counts with numbers as high as 370 (in 1986). From 1989 to 2003, they were reported on only 3 counts. They were then found on the 2004-2007 counts  with 205 reported in 2007.
 

Cedar Waxwing: Since 1973, absent on only two counts. The highest number was 128 in 1987. They seem to prefer mountain ash berries, but will also feed on juniper, buckthorn and crabapples. 

New World Sparrows

Ten species of New World Sparrows have been recorded and that does not include House Sparrow, which is an old-world finch.
 
Snow Bunting can easily be the most numerous of the sparrows, and even the most numerous species on the count. It has been found on every count since 1961 although only one was seen in 2001. The highest count was 4300 in 1995. They are found in open country. A typical sighting is of a large flock that suddenly rises from a field. The counter has just seconds to estimate the size of the flock. One way is to try to “count” by fifties, or hundreds. There have been 17 counts with more than 1000 Snow Buntings. The best years for finding them may be when harvested sunflower fields have not been plowed.

 
Lapland Longspur is another open-country species that often occurs in mixed flocks with Snow Buntings. Since 1968, it has been reported on all but 7 counts. The highest total was 1758 in 1999. As with Snow Buntings the actual total is at best a rough estimate because a precise count is impossible to make. In most years when found numbers are in the single digits.
 
Dark-eyed Junco: This is the first of the remaining species that are most likely to be found at feeding stations. Juncos are found every year. The highest count ever was 304 in 2007. Numbers have trended considerably higher in the last decade or so. Oregon Junco is considered to be a subspecies of the Dark-eyed Junco and they are reported separately. The number of Oregons is usually in the low-single digits. Counters should use caution in reporting Oregon Juncos because some rather colorful juncos are not Oregons, consult recent field guides.
 
White-throated Sparrow: This species now appears to be over-wintering every year, but only at a few locations with a reliable supply of seeds. It has been seen on 14 of the last 15 counts, and on only 8 counts before that. The all-time high was 24 in 2006. Although White-throateds may come to feeders several times a day, they will almost invariably take a last feeding a few minutes after sundown, about 4:45 PM in mid-December. By this time, House Sparrows and House Finches will be long gone. White-throateds prefer to feed on the ground.
 
American Tree Sparrow is the only other sparrow that appears with some regularity. Since 1961 it has appeared on 18 counts with a high of 80 in 1972. In fact the best years were in the 1970s. We are perhaps on the very north edge of its wintering range.
 
The following sparrows appear sporadically.  (The number in parentheses gives the number of counts seen). Rufous-sided Towhee (now split into Eastern and Spotted Towhees) (seen only in 1978 and 1979), Chipping Sparrow (2 counts), Song Sparrow (10), Swamp Sparrow (1), Fox Sparrow (2), White-crowned Sparrow (5), and Harris’s Sparrow (12).

Northern Cardinal was recorded 8 times between 1969 and 1999. Since then it has been present every year, which coincides with the time we believe nesting began. Highest count of 10 was recorded in 2008.
BLACKBIRD FAMILY

Since 1966, Red-winged Blackbirds have been present on 37 count days or count weeks. The maximum number was 314 in 2009. They perhaps are never seen in the summer plumage of adult males. The best places to find them are feedlots and sunflower or corn fields.
 
Common Grackles have been reported on 33 counts. The maximum number was 33 in 1977.
 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Two were found on the 1979 count.
 
Rusty Blackbird: Found on 15 counts, but only 3 within the last decade. The highest count was 15 in 1972. 
 
Brewer’s Blackbird: Reported during count week in 1973, and four on count day in 2006.
 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Three in 1972, and two in 1990.
 
Western Meadowlark: First seen in 1987, meadowlarks have been recorded on 7 count days or count weeks including the last 3. The maximum number has been two.  


FINCHES
Twelve species of finches have been found on the GF/EGF CBC. Many feeder-watchers judge whether it has been a good winter by the number and variety of finches at their feeders.
 
Pine Grosbeak: From 1971 through 1980, this species was found on all but one count, with the highest number of 124 in 1977. Since 1986, there have been only two occurrences: A count of 25 in 1989 and one in count week in 2001. They seem to prefer boxelder and green ash seeds.
 
Purple Finch: Present on all but one count since 1987. However the late 70s through the early 80s was the period with the best numbers. The highest count ever was 52 in 1995.
 
House Finch: This species is a relative newcomer with the first appearance being in 1990. The highest count of 441 was set in 2007. While recent counts of House Finches have often been above 200, Purple Finch numbers have been 11 or less since 1998. The two species are readily distinguished with experience. House Finches and Purple Finches both come to feeding stations.
 
Red Crossbill: From 1968-1981, Red Crossbill was found on 6 counts. Since then, only 3 counts. The maximum number was 49 in 1972.
 
White-winged Crossbill: Has been recorded on 12 counts, but only twice since 1997 when 11 were tallied in 2003 and one in 2009. Crossbills feed on pine and spruce cones, and will also come to feeders.
 
Common Redpoll: Since 1968 Common Redpolls have been recorded on all but five counts. The highest number was 2146 in 1971. There have been 9 counts when 10 or less was found. Redpolls tend to remain in the country early on when sunflowers and weed seeds are readily available. When they do appear in the city, they often are first found feeding in birch trees. Often they don’t appear at feeders with any consistency until mid-winter or later.
 
Hoary Redpoll: Reported on eight counts with highest counts of 12 and 11. Some ornithologists are unconvinced that there are two redpoll species. Their identification is certainly a challenge. Even in a good year, Common Redpolls likely outnumber Hoarys by 100 to 1. A conservative approach is to consider all redpolls as Common Redpolls unless a really good study of one is convincing that it is a Hoary. Sibley shows well the variation in the two redpoll species. 
 
Pine Siskin is only occasionally absent on our CBCs. Counts are frequently under 50, but a highest count of 825 was made in 2008. To distinguish siskins from female House Finches, note the very pointed bill of the siskin and at least a trace of yellow in the wing or the tail.
 
American Goldfinch: Recorded on all counts but one since 1989. The highest count ever was 570 in 1982, but numbers are more frequently in the single digits. Goldfinches are not at all streaked. Their winter plumage is quite different than that of the males we see in summer.
 
Evening Grosbeak: Has not been recorded since 1986. Between 1968 and 1980, it was found on 9 counts with a high of 74 in 1975. Although they can readily be found farther east in Minnesota, Evening Grosbeaks are now quite the rarity on the northern Great Plains.
  
Brambling: This old-world finch is seen only sporadically in the lower 48 states. One was definitely identified in 1988 at a feeder in East Grand Forks. The bird was seen on count day, but was a mystery to those who observed it. It was identified a few days later by Mike Jacobs and others to become the first state record for Minnesota. There has only been one record for North Dakota. Who knows when if ever we will ever see this species again!

House Sparrow: This is a weaver finch from the old world, and of course it is a guarantee on every count. However numbers have declined since the 1971 to 1990 period when they were sometimes in the 5,000 to 10,000 range. Since 2000, counts have been less than 2000. 
   


